Lesson 003 Notes Jesus Power Over Death P.Cain
In our lesson today, we are learning about the Lord’s Power over death. Now we’ve all heard this week about someone very important in our land who has died. That is of course, the Queen. My own father died last year, and I can’t really think of much else that my dad would have had in common with the Queen, other than living through World War 2. But the same end came to them both. It doesn’t matter whether we’re rich or poor, humble or noble, male or female, there is of course one event that we all have to face. 
As Hebrews 9v27 says “… it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment”. 

Do any of us have the power to bring anyone back to life again? No of course not! No human being can bring anything that is dead back to life. This doesn’t stop scientists from trying. A few weeks ago, there was a headline that scientists had managed to bring some cells back to life from a dead pig. They were so excited that a few of its cells showed signs of functioning again after a nutrient rich fluid had been injected into it. But they admitted that it didn’t actually bring the pig back to life; it didn’t start its brain working again and the pig never regained consciousness.  As soon as life has gone from a body, whether human or animal, it is impossible to get life back into that body again.

I have seen 2 people dead in my life, both my parents. I was with my dad when he died. It was very sad as I saw their bodies, but they were now lifeless. No breathing, no warmth in their bodies, they could no longer react to me or speak with me. They were no longer alive to this world, their souls had departed, leaving their bodies almost like an empty shell.

2
This is why death holds great fear to each living person. It is something that each and every one of us must face one day but its something we have no control over. As that Bible verse said this was something appointed by God. Whatever the physical cause of someone’s death, be that cancer or some other illness, maybe a car accident, caught in a war zone or whatever, that person dies only at the moment that the Lord has appointed it. There is a hymn in our hymnbook which reminds us that God is our sovereign ruler, and one verse says 
“Plagues and deaths around me fly;
Till he bids, l cannot die; 
Not a single shaft can hit, 
Till the God of love sees fit”.

Once death comes, it can never be undone, despite what you might see in sci-fi or fantasy films. This is why each of us, if we’re being sensible, do all that we can to stay alive – we eat the right things, take exercise, avoid danger. So just imagine if someone you love is dying. How would you react?  We will do all that we can to stop the person from dying. There was a story the other day about how a man was driving on the motorway and had a heart attack, whilst driving. His car was going all over the place, and he might have ended up killing others as he was not in control of the car. The Lord was so kind, and another driver noticed his dangerous driving. He started to hoot his horn at the car, but no response. He flashed his lights, and as he drove alongside the vehicle, he saw that the other driver was slumped at the wheel. So he rang 999, but knew that He had to do something, to avoid a serious accident. He drove his car in front of the other car, at first at the same speed as the other car, whilst keeping his car very close to the other car. 
Then he very carefully slowed his own car down, allowing the other car to gently bump into his and gradually he 
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slowed the other car down until it came to a complete stop. The ambulance came and the paramedics were able to resuscitate him, and his life was saved.  
Wasn’t that amazing? How kind of the Lord. But if he had died at the wheel, he could not have been resuscitated.

Today in our lesson, we read of a man called Jairus, who had a 12 year old daughter, but sadly, she lay dying at home. Jairus was a very important ruler of the synagogue.  He was well paid and had money for the best doctors, but they could do nothing. His friends were very high up and influential, but they could not stop his daughter from dying.  He knew that she would die if he did not do something.

He heard that the Lord Jesus was close by.  He had heard of the amazing miracles of healing that this man had done.  Surely, the Lord would heal his daughter if he could only get to Him in time. He loved his daughter so much that he would try anything. 
Do you think he sent out a servant to get the Lord?  No!  He went himself. But when he found the Lord, he didn’t order Him to heal his daughter. He fell on his knees and pleaded with the Lord to come. Despite his important position, he knew that he did not deserve the attention and help of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was humble.  He knew that the Lord was far more important than he was and didn’t have to do as he asked.

He was desperate. He begged and pleaded with the Lord to help. No one else could help him. There was no cure for his daughter, and she was beyond all human help. Only God could save his daughter now. 
Just imagine the relief when the Lord said yes, He would come and heal his daughter. 
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But just as they were on their way back to Jairus’ home, the Lord stopped to heal another lady who was dangerously ill and needed help. 
What must Jairus have felt all this time? So much anxiety and pain yet he didn’t give up and just go home. He didn’t get angry with the Lord. He persisted, staying by the Lord, and waiting, watching and trusting that the Lord would get there in time to heal her before she died.

If only we would be like Jairus.  We have a fatal disease called sin.  If we die in our sins we will be lost forever, away from the mercy, peace, and joy of the Lord.  If only we can see the danger that we are in now and come to the Lord to ask for forgiveness of our sin and be cured of our deadly disease. But we must come like Jairus.  We must come humbly.  We must see that we are coming to Almighty God, Who is Holy and all powerful. 
We don’t deserve His attention, love, and care. 
We must see that we are sinners and that we cannot save ourselves.  There is nothing in us that makes us lovable or likeable to God. We must understand that it is only the Lord Jesus Christ who can rescue us from eternal death and separation from God. Only He can make us right with God. We must cry out, just as Jairus did, desperate and knowing that it is only the Lord that can save us.  

Have you been praying for forgiveness? 
Do you know peace with God? If not don’t give up. Be like Jairus – persist, keep praying, keep asking Him to save you, name your sins, ask forgiveness of your sins and trust that only the Lord can make you right with God.
But you may ask, if Jairus’ daughter was so ill, so close to death and the Lord knew that the case was desperate and that only He could help, why would he delay? 
Surely, he could heal the other lady and Jairus’ daughter at the same time. Nothing is impossible with God. 
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Why wait; why not answer Jairus’ prayer straightaway? We can ask too, why doesn’t the Lord forgive me straightaway – I mean it, I trust Him – why is He making me wait?

The Lord’s delay seemed to make the matter worse. 
Just as the Lord had healed this other lady and they were about to go to Jairus’ house, messengers came to them to say that they were too late, the daughter had died. Surely, Jairus must have thought, oh, if only the Lord hadn’t delayed, she might not have died.

Why did the Lord allow the daughter to die? 
Jairus was devastated and started to grieve, but what he didn’t know was that something far more marvellous was going to happen. By allowing the daughter to die, Jairus was going to see that nothing was too hard for the Lord! Jairus would have been very thankful if the Lord had just healed his daughter.  But imagine the wonderful praise and thankfulness he would feel when his daughter would be raised up, just as he thought he had lost her. He would have a far more precious and special gratitude to the Lord.

So why does the Lord delay in answering our prayers?
He wants us to really want to be saved. He wants us to see how sinful we are and how we dead to him. 
If He allowed us to become Christians just like that. it would not mean very much to us. 
We wouldn’t value what He had done, we wouldn’t see how sinful we are and how amazingly kind and wonderful He is. 
If we really see our sin and struggle in prayer with the Lord, pleading and asking and trusting in Him only, how much more special, and wonderful it is when we find that peace when the Lord does save us.
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The Lord knows us so well. 
Just as a parent might give their child a very expensive present, but sadly the child doesn’t value it.  
It’s left on the floor, walked on and soon broken.  
But if the child had worked for something and waited patiently for a long time for it, they value it and care for it so much more.  
Also, how much more thankful would they be? 
This is the same with salvation. 
The Lord wants us to value it when we get it and also to see how underserving we are, but also to see what wonderful gifts of mercy He willingly has in store for us.

The Lord didn’t leave Jairus in his grief.  As soon as the Lord heard that the daughter was dead, He immediately spoke to Jairus and said, “Be not afraid, only believe.” Jairus knew that he was relying on Almighty God to help him and answer his prayer.  
He could trust the Lord Jesus in everything. 
And so can we.  If we are really seeking the Lord Jesus, we too must believe and not be afraid.  
The Lord won’t let you seek Him and then hide from you, so that you can’t find Him. He will save you, but in His time. Trust Him, love Him, Believe in His promises.

When the Lord reached Jairus’ house, there were many mourners outside. They said the daughter was dead – but the Lord replied that she was sleeping. The crowd laughed and jeered at him! You can awaken a sleeping person, but a dead person stays dead. To them she was dead but to the Lord, the Giver and Taker of life, it was as if she was asleep, as He had the power to bring her back to life, just as we might waken a sleeping person!
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He went to her bedroom where her dead body lay.  
He spoke tenderly to her, just as you would to a sleeping person “Talitha Cumi – which is to say, young girl arise!” 
Straightaway she woke up, just as you might waken someone up from sleep. What an amazing miracle? 
This is a beautiful picture of how we are saved. 
Our souls are dead to God by nature. We have no interest in Him, no desire to believe in Him or to praise and worship Him. Yet when the Holy spirit saves us, our souls awaken to God. Then, we truly want to praise and worship Him; we want to read His Word; we want to sing His hymns and to be with other Christians. 
We won’t want to be ruled by sin, or Satan, but we want to live to please the Lord. 
It is as if we were dead to God and then come alive.

The ending of this amazing miracle is that the Lord showed great concern for the girl.  
He made sure that she was given something to eat, as she would have been very hungry. The Lord has great concern and love for each of his saved people.  He wants us to feed our souls.  How can we do that?  By reading his bible and come to church and hear the word faithfully explained to us.

Are you seeking the Lord for yourselves?  
Have you seen that you are dead to God by nature and are in a dangerous position? 
Pray to the Lord, ask for forgiveness, come humbly, be persistent and be desperate until you know that peace of salvation, for the Lord wants to save you and to make you alive to serve Him and live for Him.
Seek Him now.
