 Bible Class Notes – Studies on The Lord Jesus – Lesson 157
The Saviour – Crucified   NOTES
The Saviour Crucified – Why Did He Die?
· The Lord’s Painful Journey to Golgotha, The Cross of Calvary.    VA
· Falsely condemned – 
Betrayed by Judas Iscariot
Abandoned by His disciples
Allowing Himself to be beaten, mocked, spat upon.
Hatred, Pride and Jealousy of the Religious Leaders
Charged with Blasphemy
Taken to Pontius Pilate – Charge – Treason
Tried and condemned by Pilate. He washed his hands
· Simon of Cyrene – 
Ordered to carry His cross, as the Lord was too weak.
· ‘Taken outside the camp’, An outcast. Leper
To Calvary, outside Jerusalem. Leviticus 4v12
The Sin Offering must be taken outside the camp.
· Nailed to the ‘accursed tree’, 
Condemned by God. Christ took our place.
Deuteronomy 21v23 he that is hanged is accursed of God
· 3 Crosses – the centre one bearing the inscription, ‘Jesus The King of The Jews’
· The Saviour was scorned, by the Religious Leaders for His ‘weakness’, even when He was on the cross.
Yet He was dying to release millions of sinners from the just eternal punishment for their sin. 
· Darkness came over the land for 3 hours 
The sun shut out to hide the immense agonies of the Saviour, as God the Father heaped upon His Beloved Son the eternal punishment for human sin.
· His separation from The Father. 
His heart-rending cry to His Father,
2
[bookmark: _Hlk94959264]“Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” that is to say,     VA    “My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?”
He suffered the feeling of total abandonment, and loneliness as He bore away our sin. 
The same suffering that an unforgiven sinner will experience in eternity, away from God, in Hell. 
Abandoned, lonely, in agony under God’s holy wrath.

In order to save us from eternal Hell, He suffered in the space of 3 hours, what we deserve eternally.

Some think that Hell will be just one big party of Godless revelling. Better than they experienced on earth.

· The Lord's final cry on the cross, 
“It is finished’. 
Salvation for all His People was now accomplished. 
He was satisfied that He had fully taken our punishment; the work He came to do; 
and so, He gave up His spirit. His life. 
Remember, the Lord gave His life, willingly.
An amazing transaction. 
God’s holy eternal wrath for our sin, 
Fully appeased and satisfied on Calvary!

Four Reasons Why the Lord Jesus Died on the Cross.
1. Because He loved us so much, even though we are guilty, vile sinners. Enemies of God.     VA
There was nothing in us that would make Him love us.

It was for the joy set before Him of saving His People that He endured the suffering. 
Hebrews 12v2, 
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“who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame.”


2. To pay the price of the guilt of our sin.      VA       The wages of sin is eternal death.
The soul that sinneth must surely die (eternally)                             
Our sin fully deserves God’s eternal judgement. 
Under the wrath of the holy God, for ever.
The sin-guilt of every repentant believer was fully satisfied by Christ’s substitutionary death on the cross. His death paid the price, in full.
The sin-guilt of everyone who rejects Christ as Saviour will cause them to face eternity under God’s wrath,

3. To unlock the Gates of Heaven –       VA
Do you realise that you are locked out of Heaven?
Unforgiven sin bars each of us from entry.
Only Christ can unlock the gates of Heaven so that we, as forgiven sinners, may enter fully cleansed without our sin.          
Only Christ can reconcile us to God The Father, bringing us to a position of peace with God.
To reconcile – To bring peace between us and God 
   
4. To make us fit for Heaven –             VA           Presenting us as being clothed in His Righteousness.
The filthy rags of our unrighteousness are removed so that we can enter Heaven, without our sin.                            Heaven is a holy place. There can be no sin there.                                             We cannot enter Heaven without the guilt of our sin being removed.
The Lord Jesus Did Exactly What was Intended by God the Father.
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· He suffered greatly – taking upon Himself the full punishment for our sin.

Only the Saviour, a perfect man, could be our substitute and die in our place.
VA Isaiah 53v11
“He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied: by His knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; for He shall bear their iniquities.”

· The Sun was darkened for 3 hours to hide His agony. But Christ felt it in His body and soul, and God saw it.

· He cried out, “It is finished”.                                                                 He had voluntarily paid the price in full. 
He gave His life a ransom for many.
His death fully satisfied God’s holy justice that sin should be eternally punished.
· The Roman Centurion believed and said, 
“Surely, this was the Son of God.”
What do you say? 
Do you acknowledge that the Lord Jesus Christ, God The Son, died on the cross of Calvary to save you? To reconcile you to God?        VA
To change you from a rebel enemy into a save person, at peace with God.

[bookmark: _Hlk94960451]Paul wrote, “Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.”       VA
Romans 5vs9,10

5VA    
The prophet Isaiah wrote about us and the Lord Jesus:                               
“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”    Isaiah 53v6








Important Lesson for us Today: 
What do we need to be reconciled to God?                                     As descendants of fallen Adam we inherit his original sin of rebellion and unbelief. 
As unbelievers we live carnal, (worldly), lives and are enemies of God, and at enmity (war) with Him. Romans 8v7. 

Our sin forms a great gulf, a wall of partition, between us and our God. 
This could only be bridged by the Saviour when He died on the cross to take the punishment for our sin. 
It is only by faith in the Saviour’s death that we can be reconciled to God. 
VA
[bookmark: _Hlk94961116]‘But now in Christ Jesus ye who … were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. For He is our peace…, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in His flesh the enmity …; for to make in Himself … one new man, so making peace; And that He might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby’.          Ephesians 2v12-16.


