Bible Class Notes - Lesson 169 10 Commandments

Introduction to God’s Holy Law
This week we consider that God’s 10 Commandments are still in force today and that we should search our hearts to see where we have broken every one of them. 
“Thou shalt have no other Gods before Me.”  Exodus 20v3   
Teaching Notes.

Do we need rules and laws to live by?
Yes, we certainly need good laws and rules.

What if we chose to drive on any side of the road? VA
Drove in any direction on a motorway?

Drove through red traffic lights? VA
Drove the opposite way round a roundabout?  VA
Did not bother to look both ways before crossing a road?

Disaster. A fatal accident. We could be killed.

We need the laws of the land – good ones.

We need rules at home, at school, and at work.

Sport depends on rules being observed.

Sadly, the laws of UK are not all based on God’s Law.

We need rules for living. God’s Law.

The 10 Commandments – God’s Moral Law for all time.
Given by God to Moses nearly 4,000 years ago.

Written on Adam’s conscience 6,000 years ago.
And God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, after Our likeness.”

So, God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created He them. Genesis 1v26,27
So, we are without excuse. 

We know what is right and wrong.

These used to be taught in our schools. 
But not now.
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We are happier if we know the rules and stay within their boundaries.
God’s Law 
consists of a number of “Thou shalt nots.”
Be careful not to see them in the negative, 

but rather read them in the positive.
God’s Law shows us 10 Positive Aspects of God’s Character, his Nature and Being: - VA1
1. He is Unique – The only one true, eternal, holy,VA1 Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
“There is none holy as the Lord: for there is none beside Thee: neither is there any rock like our God.”                                        Deuteronomy 33v6

“Wherefore thou art great, O Lord God: for there is none like Thee, neither is there any God beside 
Thee, according to all that we have heard with our ears.”                                        2 Samuel 7v22
2. He is Jealous of His Name. A Holy Jealousy. VA2
God is a Spirit – Therefore No Images, Idols, 
or ‘gods’ made within our thoughts and imagination.
The LORD God is exceedingly jealous of His Deity.

“For thou shalt worship no other god: for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.”   Exodus 34v14
3.  He is Supreme – Expects total respect and reverence

No misuse of His Name.                                VA3
4.  He is Worthy of our worship – to be approached reverently, as humble sinners in His sight.   VA4
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As our Creator – The Giver of Life, our living soul. Setting one day in seven aside for sincere worship.
But always in our thoughts, every day.

Avoid unnecessary work on The Sabbath Day.

5. He is Holy – Perfect and Righteous.         VA5
Expecting our total obedience.
To God, to our rulers, our parents, our teachers, (unless they demand that we go against God’s Law.

And one cried unto another, and said, 
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: 
the whole earth is full of His glory.” Isaiah 6v3

6. He is Love – No murder or hatred.           VA6
No thought of revenge. No striking back.
He wants to save us.

7. He is Pure and Faithful – No adultery.     VA7
Total integrity. He keeps all His promises.

8. He is a Great Giver – No stealing. Totally honest.
He does not take from us.                     VA8
He has given us: -


Our Life – Our eternal soul.

His Son – as a Saviour.

Forgiveness – through the Lord’s sacrificial death 
on Calvary.

9. He is Truth – No Dishonesty, Lying or deceit. VA9
Jesus saith unto him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.”

10. He is Absolutely Fair – Expects no coveting. VA10
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Instructions from God, our Maker. VA2
A complex machine needs clear instructions for its safety maintenance. To keep it running as intended.
God made us so He knows what instructions to give us - warning, guiding us in how to live in this sinful world, and helping us to avoid sin, and repent if we fall.
He knows our hearts, that we naturally turn to sin.
God knew that His Commandments could never make us good - because we cannot keep them.

They show us our sin. 1 John 1 v8-10
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. V8,10
V9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
We must take notice of them and seek to live by them, repenting and seeking forgiveness for breaking them.

They protect us from sin and deceit.
Viewed positively, they give us wisdom and understanding of our human nature and weakness.
God’s Rules to protect Heaven. VA3
Just one sin bars us from His Eternal, Holy, Presence.
God cannot and will not allow unforgiven sinners into His sinless, glorious, Eternal Heaven.
10 Laws by which we shall all be judged, righteously. VA4
Complete fairness – We fully deserve God’s punishment.
To be separated from Him for ever.
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But take note. He has graciously provided a Saviour Who has died that we may be forgiven. 
He takes away the guilt of our sin and, in exchange, gives us His Righteousness.
10 Encouragements to seek the Saviour.VA5
The Law is a schoolmaster directing us to the Lord Jesus Christ.
Galatians 3v24,25 teaches us that, 
“Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  
But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a schoolmaster.”

In Him alone we find forgiveness 
for our sin, if we sincerely repent.
In Him we have peace and joy 
through reconciliation with God.
Therefore, if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.               2 Corinthians 5v17
“Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you.
Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.”                                                      John 14v27
What is your attitude to God’s Law? 
   VA11
Is it that of: - 
A Formalist who believes –

‘I attend Church, I follow formal religious duties. I am not a sinner needing a Saviour.’
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An Atheist who argues 
‘There is no God’ – ‘So, No Judgement’

  An Anarchist who says 
‘No Law’ – ‘So, I can do as I like’
An Agnostic – 
‘I do not care – It does not worry me’

OR

   Is your conscience pricked and troubled?
The Law should bring us to Christ.

Are you seeking the Saviour?
Tomorrow may be too late.
Make no delay, repent and come to the Saviour today. 
Important Lesson for us today: 
Does God’s Commandments spoil our fun?

Certainly not. What fun is there in hating, stealing, lying, disobedience, coveting, unfaithfulness in marriage, etc.? What fun is there in ignoring our Creator and Saviour? 
Surely, none. The Law shows us the Holy character of God. Read them with a positive attitude and you will see that they are given that we might have Christian Joy. 
The Lord Jesus was without spot or blemish, perfectly keeping all of the Law, yet He died in extreme agony, taking the punishment we deserve for breaking it.
God graciously reveals what sin is. 
Look to The Saviour for forgiveness. 

TODAY. Tomorrow may be too late.
