Bible Class Notes - Lesson 175 10 Commandments

The 10 Commandments – God’s Moral Law, His Rules for all time.  This week we consider the 7th of God’s 10 Commandments. ”Thou shalt not commit adultery”.
Adultery is a great sin in the sight of our Holy God.
This may appear, at first sight, to be a commandment for grown-ups only.

But it is all about Faithfulness.                                                 What is Faithfulness? It is keeping one’s promises.
God’s character VA shows us His absolute faithfulness and loyalty. He is absolutely pure and holy.    VA                                    He is immutable (never changing) and keeps all His promises.                                                                             God faithfully blesses us by giving us very many generous promises and wonderfully pure gifts.                                                                 If we adulterate them, (mix with bad things), it brings us, and those around us, much sadness and unhappiness.   
John 3v16. “For, God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life”.  
John 14v1-3, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me.                                In my Father's house are many mansions:                        if it were not so, I would have told you.                                        I go to prepare a place for you.                                         And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself;                                      that where I am, there ye may be also”.
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John 14v16. The promise of the Holy Spirit.                “I will pray the Father, and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you for ever”.
God, has in His wisdom, instigated Marriage, that beautiful relationship between one man and one woman.                                                                 Not between man and man, nor between woman and woman, which is an adulteration of God’s design.                                                     
Faithfulness – In Marriage and in Life.      VA                               What are these God given gifts?
Our Lives and Our Eternal Souls.
God has created us in His Image as spiritual beings
 - with an eternal soul; 
created to know and love Him, 
to worship Him and enjoy Him for ever.
There are millions of people in the world. How is it possible for all of them to be loved, appreciated, and provided for?

If we had designed how people entered the world?          we would probably have designed a factory with a conveyor belt        – a production line.                                                              Babies, numbered - people select which one they wanted.
But God’s Design is far superior to this. VA God’s Plan                          He designed The Family and Marriage.    VA For Life
For everyone’s happiness.
Babies - born to married parents; into a home; initially helpless, dependent upon both parents for loving provision.   Every need provided for them – love, care, food, clothes, warmth, protection, a safe place to live and grow up in.

Consider Life’s Process: -


Several VA
Young Children – Protected, secure, taught, guided.
Teenagers – Maturing slowly into Young Adults.
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Learning principles, discernment – right and wrong.

Young Adults – Taking control of their lives, making own major decisions – Job, Location, Church, Marriage.
Older Adults – If married, growing together as one - in trust and respect for each other. Resisting selfishness
Bringing up children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. God expects this of all parents.

Facing the ups and downs of life together. 

Seeking the Lord’s guidance on all major decisions.


If not married still seeking God’s help in life.
Elderly – Supported by their family (now grown up).

Cared for when sick. Supported in death.
This is God’s Design and Plan for a happy life.
But. Sin has spoilt it.     VA destroys family
Sadly, there are many broken homes, separations, divorces.

Children are also born outside of wedlock, and are brought up by a single parent, missing the benefit of a father and a mother. Many are loved, but there is a part missing.
Remember, God’s design for marriage and the family is still the best way of living happily.

Let us consider what marriage is.
VA Ann & Me, VA Promises
It is the coming together of one man and one woman to declare before God and publicly that they love each other and want to live together until death separates them.
God has permitted divorce. If it is for infidelity, then only the innocent party can remarry. 

Otherwise, no remarriage.
It is not in God’s plan that a man and a woman should live together outside of marriage.
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It is an abomination to God when a man lives with a man, or a woman lives with a woman.

Marriage was instituted for the pro-creation of children.

Note how much care God has taken to establish families in a way which brings security and happiness.

Note also. One can stay single but one must be chaste and not lustful.                                                              No casual intimate relationships.
So, adultery is unfaithfulness in marriage. It is a sin.

Adultery destroys the family. VA It destroys happiness.

We see the far-reaching damage which selfish sin does.

God’s Faithful Promise teaches us, He Promises, “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee”. Hebrews 13v5.
However, we also commit adultery by: - 

being unfaithful to God, taking our lives from Him, 
living just as we want to, making up our own rules, 
and wilfully disobeying Him.
There is Security and Love in the Family Unit.

Designed by God, the family is established for the security and happiness of all in it.
Children are born into a loving family environment, with a father and mother. 
Parents love their children; 
children show filial love to parents.
Parents care and provide for their children.

The family provides care for us, throughout life – from birth to death. Just as God does for Christians, His Children.

We are encouraged to look for His Care.

“Casting all your care upon him; for He careth for you”. 1 Peter 5v7
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Fidelity (faithfulness and love) in the security of the Marriage Bond.        
Marriage should be a loving relationship. 

It is designed by God to bring much joy and happiness. 
Marriage is a picture of the faithful relationship the Lord Jesus Christ has with His Bride, His People.
Throughout scripture believers are referred to as,           The Bride of Christ.

The Apostle John wrote,“Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife”. Revelation 21v9.
We Commit Adultery If We Break Our Marriage Vows.

In a marriage ceremony we will have promised to stay together as husband and wife until death parts us.

Adultery (unfaithfulness) destroys the family,                          and the lives of all those connected to it.

All intimate relationships outside of marriage are a grave sin in God’s holy sight.
We so easily break this commandment,                        so here is some helpful advice: -                
Be aware of the lust of the eyes and heart –               watching unseemly films or videos on TV or the internet, looking at unwholesome pictures, etc. 
Be faithful and loyal in all our relationships, especially marriage. 
Always ask yourself, “If the Lord was with me would He condone or do this?”  “Is He pleased with what I do?”                                                                                               Resist temptation - avoid casual relationships, smutty jokes, and immodest dress.            
We need to trust and believe, that only His death on the cross can save us from the guilt of our sin. 

So, turn your eyes, in faith, upon the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He is ever ready to forgive.
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‘The vilest offender who truly believes, that moment from Jesus a pardon receives’.

The Apostle Paul wrote, “Finally, my brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things”.                                                            Philippians 4v8
Important thought for all of us: 
Adultery means to ruin something lovely, good and pure by mixing it with bad things. 
God’s character is the complete opposite of adultery.            He is absolutely and eternally faithful, loyal, true, good, pure, genuine and Holy.                
He wants us to keep Holy the gifts that He has given us– living our lives by keeping them in the state that He gave them to us. 
Philippians 4v8. Above.
The Lord Jesus said, 
If ye love Me keep My commandments”. John 14v15.  
As we cannot keep His commandments perfectly, we need to seek the Saviour’s forgiveness. “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”. 1 John 1 v9.
How wonderful is the faithfulness of the Lord our God! Is Jesus Christ your Saviour? 
Are you living your life in faithful obedience to Him?
All true believers are the Bride of Christ.

Christ is the ever-faithful Bridegroom.
