Bible Class Notes - Lesson 48 Moses’ Choice
Moses Has to Leave Egypt
Teaching Notes
A time of ease
We pick up the account of Moses and the children of Israel in this lesson, taking a closer look at a pivotal change in Moses’ life.
To begin with we take some time to think about how life must have been for Moses as a prince of Egypt. Raised as the son of Pharaoh's daughter, Moses would have had access to anything he wanted.
So much privilege, ease of life, he was living the “Egyptian dream”.
To be completely frank, most people in this world would have loved to have been in Moses' position and they’d do whatever necessary to keep this quality of life.
Most who are accustomed to such affluence would rarely be concerned with the plight and concerns of oppressed individuals.
We see this especially in the lives of young people. Starting off in life
primarily thinking about ourselves; we’re normally most drawn towards those who have something they can offer us, those who can contribute towards our life experiences.
The Lord Jesus has made it very clear in his word that we are to steer clear of the broad road. That we are to instead go the other route, the one that may seem unpopular at first but yet, the only way to enter into
everlasting life.
Are you trapped in the net of worldly aspirations? Have you carried on through the years thinking that the main objective is to live and  experience the highest and “best” this world has to offer? 
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We shall see as this lesson continues the many pitfalls of such mindsets.
Riches and wealth
So yes Moses (unlike the majority of us) was surrounded by riches and wealth. There was nothing that he could not acquire, nothing too expensive for him to purchase. If he wanted it he could have it.
He would have been very spoiled and would have rarely ever heard the word no. Nowadays we are able to take a glimpse inside of the pyramids that remain, and we can see from these preserved monuments how rich and affluent the Egyptian royal family would have been in their time.
Considering such things can we honestly say that a person (in their right mind) would even dare contemplate disregarding such benefits and privileges?
Power and authority
Being in the household of pharaoh, Moses would have had the opportunity to learn and partake in anything he could have wanted.
Information and educational resources were not kept from him. He would have had the opportunity to explore the highest offices of the Kingdom; speaking and learning from the most knowledgeable men of the land. With such an upbringing it is even possible to make the assertion that he himself could have risen to be Pharaoh in the future.
Being a prince, he would have had much influence and sway in the minds of those around him. Power and influence tend to have an intoxicating hold upon those who possess them. Would Moses be able to let it all go? Though we may not be Princes', we too can be overly consumed with status. Especially in this day and age with social media and the internet. The majority of society strives to be seen, relevant and acknowledged.
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Even young children are often gripped with great anxiety over the
popularity they possess amongst their peers. Do you see such
concerns consuming you in your own life? It is better to be concerned with the things of God than our appearance before men.
Life on the other side
Thing is, even with Moses' great opportunities and privileges, there was still one thing he could not get a grasp off… his identity.
Deep down he knew that he was a Hebrew. Yes he may live like an Egyptian, eat the food of the Egyptians, enjoy all the experiences of the Egyptians, and yet in spite of all these things,   knew that he was a Hebrew. The slaves whom he so often took his eyes past, disassociated from their trials and tribulations, they were his brethren, and Moses knew this. As he grew older he became more conscious of these facts, and so in the midst of witnessing the brutality and evil poured out upon the Israelites, real senses of guilt and association would wash over his conscience. How could Moses truly have peace of mind, living that life of luxury with the Egyptians whilst witnessing his own people being treated worse than the animals were.
This cognitive dissonance (mental conflict of two opposing ideas) could not continue for much longer and as we shall see as the lesson continues Moses had to make a choice as to where he actually would stand. This was a spiritual decision.
A tough choice to make
The decision that Moses would have to follow through with would be one that would cost him everything that he had known.        All pleasures and prospects of inheritance would be stripped away from him if he were to go through with this… if he were to join his Israelite brethren.
Few people in his situation would have even spent a brief moment of time considering such things as these.
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Here we have a picture of what takes place in the believer's life upon conversion. Great changes take place as the individual who at first was so accustomed to living in line with the pattern of this world, is now equipped and led to live a life that is pleasing to the Lord.
Have you experienced such change in your life?
A life of poverty
To leave the palace and join the Israelites would mean embracing a life of poverty. Moses would no longer be able to enjoy all of the worldly possessions and trinkets he grew up with. Instead he would have to live in poor conditions, swapping out the choicest meat for scraps and crumbs of bread.
This is yet another picture that could be used to portray the life of a believer. The Christian by the grace of God leaves behind worldly ambitions and seeks to live a different life. First and foremost, seeking the forgiveness of God through Christ, and that converting power of the Holy Spirit. These spiritual realities may not be held in high esteem by the world, but the repentant sinner is made to know their own personal need for things above.
Willing to face persecution
This really would be a drastic change in the life of Moses.
As a prince he would have been so used to being waited on by servants and slaves; clicking his fingers and giving demands.
The choice Moses was about to make would land him in that category of people who were the oppressed, the persecuted, the victims of society. This world is full of so many influences and the devil, the enemy of our souls, seeks to destroy God’s people. All followers of Christ must be willing to face and experience persecution.
This is no easy thing to consider but yet is reality nonetheless. Hardened atheists and those who belligerently reject the Lord 
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often take their aggression and hatred out upon those who follow Him.
Moses refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter and instead chose to identify with the Hebrews. Placed in Moses' situation; even in this day and age, what would you have done?
A greater pursuit
For Moses it was a complete change of mind. Where he once may have believed his sole purpose in life was to eat, drink and be merry; enjoying the luxuries of the palace, he now began to esteem and respect the more profound things of life.                       All these riches, all this wealth and what would it amount to in the end?
None of these things could ease his conscience, none of these things could fill that void within his soul. I hope these realisations are clearly visible before you, the reader as well. It only takes hearing a few confessions of the most popular celebrities in our day to see that even at such levels of stardom, dissatisfaction and emptiness still resides within the soul. Only a reconciled connection with our Creator can bring us to true peace of mind.
The people of the Lord
Moses would have also had to rethink his entire view about the children of Israel. The Egyptians and taskmasters treated the Hebrews with such disdain, but as Moses would come to understand, these were not “just slaves”. These were God's chosen people.
Although in bondage in a strange land, the promise of God still remained. They were to come into a land filled with milk and honey, a place where they would no longer be under the  oppression of the Egyptians.
We take from these points the reality put towards all who trust in Christ. Though persecuted and ill-treated in this world; the 
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Christian has the promise of everlasting life, peace and unfathomable joy in the presence of their Saviour forever.
Identifying with the people                                                           We come to the point in our lesson in which we really see Moses take his stand. Upon witnessing one of his Hebrew brethren being viciously whipped and beaten, Moses chose to intervene. In an attempt to stop this inhumane treatment, Moses physically got involved; the altercation leading to the death of the Egyptian taskmaster.
It was too late to turn back now. Pharaoh caught wind of this and wanted his blood; Moses was now on the run. He had now come into a new set of circumstances and things would never be the same again.
This is where we join Moses in claiming his true identity, exchanging all that he ever knew for the life of one of God's children.
The decision we must make                                                        There's a lot that we can learn from this portion of Moses’ life. Faced with the truth, he saw no other cause of action than to obey his convictions. He did not ignore the alarms of his conscience.
How is it with you? Have you come to realise your need for what is most important in life; the forgiveness of your sins and reconciliation with the Lord?                                               God has exhorted us throughout His word to forsake the treasures of this earth which rust and pass away, but this cannot be done in your own strength.
Ask the Lord for help. Go to Him, pray, confess your sins before Him and ask for that faith which holds onto Christ and all that He has done on the cross. There is nothing more urgent in your life.
Seek the Lord today, whilst He may be found.
