Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The New Testament – Lesson 76
Good News of Salvation in the Saviour’s Parables 
This week – We continue our series of lessons based on some Parables of the Lord Jesus Christ. NOTES                                                                                                                         They all with one accord began to make excuse. Luke 14v18.
 The Grand Banquet      The Lord’s Gracious Invitation. 
Aim - The Lord told this parable to show 
that the reasons people give 
for not accepting His kind invitation are just excuses.
He speaks of a wealthy man 
who plans to hold a banquet.   VA
The Wealthy Man – A picture of God and His loving care 
He invites us to come to His Banquet.
His Servants are sent out to invite people to the banquet.
	A picture of those who preach and teach God’s Word.
	Pastor and your EDT Teachers.
The invitation to come, goes out every week at EDT – 
Sundays – Gospel, Sunday School, Bible Class, 
College Class, and at Friday Meetings.
The Banquet – God’s provision of Eternal Heaven 
for all saved sinners.
The Marriage Supper of the Lamb.
Revelation 19v19. “And He saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage supper of the Lamb.”  VA
“Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb's wife.”             Revelation 21v9.
Those elected to salvation are called ‘The Bride of Christ’.

Who is Invited? – All people are invited – 
Regardless of their nationality, culture, or gender. 
Regardless of their status and sin.
	This is the general call of the Gospel.
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The Response - Silly Excuses Are Given – 
Not Genuine Reasons.
An Invitation Snubbed – 
These people did not want to attend.
They had no respect for the wealthy man.
	They wanted to carry on their lives,
	Ignoring his kind invitation.
He was not asking them to pay to attend.

Silly Excuses Are Given 
‘I have bought land; I must go and look at it.’    VA
A feeble, insincere, excuse. 
Surely, he had already seen it, 
and did not need to see it again right now.
‘I have bought 5 yoke of oxen;            VA
I must try them out.’ 
A very foolish excuse. 
Surely this was not important 
and could wait until after the banquet.
‘I have married a wife.’                              VA

Surely the wife would have been welcome too.

The Lord Graciously Invites 
Those Who Are Unworthy To Come.     VA
The poor, the maimed, the halt and the blind.
Those out in the streets were invited and came,    VA
as did those in the highways and byways.
None of these had any right to attend. 
They had filthy garments, unfit for a banquet,
Yet, God graciously invited them 
and would provide clean clothes for them to wear.
They would not look out of place wearing these.
In fact, they could not attend in their filthy rags.
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A Wonderful and Gracious Invitation 
Offered By God to Each of Us.   VA
Every week we are invited to 
‘Come to Jesus Christ in repentance and faith’, 
by none other than The King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lord’s, our Creator God.
We do not deserve this invitation.
	Our sinful hearts and souls (our filthy rags)
would be out-of-place at God’s Banquet 
This is God’s Banquet, 
prepared for us to attend and enjoy – but without sin.
Response to the invitation starts with us accepting Christ’s death on Calvary to save us, 
Acknowledging that we are sinners 
undeserving of God’s mercy and forgiveness.
When Christ died as our substitute, 
He took the eternal wrath of God 
due to us for our sin 
and imputes to us His righteousness.
Explain Impute – To Put In.   VA
This righteousness is “reckoned” or “imputed” to all who believe, so that they are treated by God as if it were actually theirs. 
The Saviour takes our sin and its’ guilt away 
and replaces it with His Righteousness. 
Without this we cannot be saved or enter God’s Holy Heaven. We need to be clothed in Christ’s Righteousness.
[bookmark: _Hlk165110932]James 2v23. VA
“And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.”
God removes our ugly rags of sin, 
And fits us to enter Heaven
By providing Christ’s ‘Robe of Righteousness’.
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We can only attend the Banquet and Heaven 
clothed in the righteousness 
of the Lord Jesus Christ.
[bookmark: _Hlk165111109]“But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead.”    Romans 4v24.    VA
      
Have you heard and received the invitation?
What is our response?
Are We Making Foolish Objections, 
Refusing God’s Kind Invitation?

[bookmark: _Hlk165111368]We may object: -   VA
1. ‘But God Allows War, Suffering, and Death’ – 
Yes, He does allow these for a time 
But He is not responsible for them.
It is man’s sin of pride and hatred that cause these.
One day, The Day of Judgement, 
will end all wars, and all sin.
2. ‘Scientists have proved God does not exist.’ – Science cannot disprove God.     VA
Those that argue this are prejudiced.
		They say in their hearts, “There is no God”.

‘Too Busy’ - with Possessions, Work, Career, Family, 
and Worldly Pleasures.
‘Too Selfish, and Too Proud’ – 
Not interested in spiritual things or eternity.
‘Later’ – ‘When I am older, 
I want to enjoy sin in this world for a season.’

What was the wealthy man’s response?
1. He was angry.
	He said these would not be allowed into His banquet.
God, who invites us, is angry with all who reject Him.
	This is Holy or Righteous Anger.
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2. He sent out to call in the underprivileged.
The poor, the maimed, the halt and the blind.
3. Yet still there was room for more. VA Picture
“Go out into the highways and hedges, 
and compel them to come in, 
that my house may be filled.”
We note the urgency.
	The Banquet would start soon.
	Soon too late to join.
	The Day of Grace could end very soon.
And God’s Final Judgement Day ushered in.
Will you be at the Banquet?

So, the Banquet was filled.
	No spare places. No one missing.
All for whom Christ died will be at the Banquet.
	These are called The Bride of Christ. 

[bookmark: _Hlk165112045]Will We Accept God’s Invitation or Reject It?
Rejecting the invitation in this life 
will result in Eternal exclusion 
from the Marriage Super in Heaven. 
Only by trusting in Jesus Christ 
as our Saviour is acceptable to God.
We need to come now, today – 
on God’s terms to know His everlasting care.

The Lord Jesus said, “He that rejecteth Me, and receiveth not My words, hath One that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.”                                                                                                   Luke 19v10.               VA


Important Thought for us Today:       6
Christ’s love to undeserving sinners 
is shown in this Parable of The Banquet. 
The Banquet pictures Heaven and all, despite our sin, 
are invited by God to enter - yet most refuse. 
Only those who see they are sinners and have repented, accepting Christ as their Saviour, will be forgiven, 
and clothed in Christ’s righteousness 
and so partake of the joy of Heaven.  
The historical book of Ruth also pictures God’s love 
to sinners. Ruth, a Gentile from Moab, married a Jew. 
Sadly, both her father-in-law and her husband died, 
leaving herself and her mother-in-law, Naomi, destitute. 
They needed a male relative (a kinsman) to marry one of them so that their inheritance could be restored to them (redeemed). They needed a ‘kinsman redeemer’.    
Boaz, in his love and kindness, 
became their ‘kinsman redeemer’ by marrying Ruth. 
From being a destitute Gentile, she became part of the Jewish royal line - King David was her great-grandson,   
and part of the family line of Jesus Christ (Matthew 1v5).  This pictures how Christ is our ‘kinsman redeemer’; buying us back from our lost sinful position, so that we might be invited to the ‘Marriage Supper of The Lamb’, (see Rev 19v9). 
All who reject God’s gracious Gospel Call 
will be judged for their rebellious and ungrateful attitude.  
All who accept God’s call are invited to the Marriage Supper, to be blessed now and for eternity.                             Hymn 355 - speaks of God’s gracious invitation to come to Him 
- the banquet is in Heaven:
1. Come, ye sinners, poor and needy, 	           3.   Come, ye weary, heavy laden,
  Weak and wounded, sick and sore;                             Bruised and ruined by the fall;
Jesus ready stands to save you,  		If you wait until you’re better,
  Full of pity joined with power;		    You will never come at all:  
                He is able,                                                                     Not the righteous,
  He is willing, doubt no more.			  Sinners Jesus came to call.
