Bible Class Notes – Studies in The New Testament – Lesson 81
Good News of Salvation in the Saviour’s Parables 
This week – We continue our series of lessons based on some Parables of the Lord .                          NOTES

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, … how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens, and ye would not!”           Matthew 23v37.   VA
 The Barren Fig Tree.                                                                            Aim - Check what effect the Parables have had.               What good has been done to their souls?
Remember – Parable – Earthly Story – Heavenly Meaning.    Each part has a spiritual equivalent.
A Parable of A Vineyard Owner and His Fig Tree.

The Vineyard – God’s Creation – 
The world and all that lives within it. 
Including you and me.
The eastern Vinyard would be a place especially prepared for growing grapes and Figs.


It would be cleared of stones.


The soil would be fertilised.

The Vinyard would have a wall of hedge surrounding it to protect it from the weather, thieves, and wild animals.

Great effort and care was spent on it and its upkeep.

The Owner – 
Sovereign God Who is King of kings, Lord of lords. 

The Creator of all things including you and me.
Sovereign in Creation, Providence (providing all we need), and in Redemption (Salvation). 
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Psalm 24 v1,2. “The earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. For He hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.”    VA Globe
Remember God created Adam and Eve 

and placed them in a beautiful Garden – Eden.

The Fig Tree – The people who God 
has placed on the earth (including us) 
with the expectation to live bearing ‘good fruit’ 
to Him. (Galatians 5v22-23). VA
The Vineyard Keeper – The Lord Jesus Christ, 
The Saviour of lost sinners.
The One who shows tender care towards us, and can cause us to be fruitful to God.
The Special Attraction                      VA Picture
of a Fig Tree to an Eastern Vineyard Owner.
Very Useful – Has large leaves giving welcome shade, 
growing 10 metres high with a metre wide trunk.
Very Fruitful – Expected to fruit, even within its first year, 
and then to normally continue to produce good fruit twice every year. 
First in June, then in September. 
Nutritious, tasty and health promoting – 
even used as a medication.
A Status Symbol – 
It showed that the owner had a successful vineyard.
Consider the owner’s joy 

as he saw his fig-tree bearing figs.

But the Fig Tree Had Failed to Grow Fruit 
– Even After 3 Years.
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The Owner - Deeply disappointed – 
Fruit was the main purpose of the tree.
Usually, a fig tree would bear fruit in its first year 

and bear fruit twice a year thereafter.   
His Verdict –    Luke 13v7. VA

“Cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground?
It is a total waste of space, time, and energy.”
The Lord has every right to expect us to glorify Him in all that we think, say and do.

Remember the Catechism Question.
                               What is the chief end of man?             VA                       
Why are we here? Is there a purpose?

The answer is certainly Yes. 

The chief end of man is to glorify God

and to enjoy Him for ever.

We glorify God when we: -

1. Exercise the gift of faith in repentance accepting the substitutionary death of the 

Saviour on the cross.
2. Repent and turn from our sin.

3. Live lives of obedience and witness for Him.

We enjoy God for ever when we: -

1. Have His righteousness given to us 

and live for Him now and throughout eternity.
We must ask ourselves 

do we disappoint God our Owner? 
 What is God’s verdict on our life? 

Does He see us as being ‘a waste of space’?
Are we living as God made us to?
showing Christian ‘Fruit’?  VA
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“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance (self-control): 

against such there is no law”. Galatians 5v22,23. 
Will He judge us or praise us? VA
The Vineyard Keeper’s Plea – 
Showing the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: and if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then cut it down.” Luke 13v7.    VA
Christ Patiently Pleads for us:  
God is longsuffering and merciful to us 
by allowing us an opportunity to respond 
to the Gospel and be changed; 
and so, make us useful to Him.
Two Courses of Action 
Suggested by the Expert Vineyard-Keeper:
Dig around the tree to remove anything 
causing the problem of no fruit.
All infestation must be removed and destroyed. 
The roots need good soil.
The love of sin, deep in our hearts, 
affects our growth and hinders Christian fruit. 
When we love our sin then we do not love God.

The person who seriously hates their sin 

is one who is Elected to be saved.

Do have a hatred for your sin and 
a burning desire not to sin in God’s holy sight?
This will bring you to Christ in repentance and faith.   
Only Christ can remove your sin 
when we repent and trust in Him alone.
5
Fertilise the tree to make it strong and healthy – bringing vigorous growth.
Ours souls are blessed by daily Bible reading 
and hearing regular teaching on Sunday.
“But If This Action Fails After One More Year 
…. Then Cut It Down!”
God’s longsuffering will end one day.  
He cannot and will not overlook our sin forever. If we bear no fruit, we will be cut down 

at our death or when Christ returns.
So, it is urgent! We must come to Christ NOW

seeking His forgiveness for our sin

so that we can live to serve our Saviour 
and Lord, bringing forth ‘fruit’ of good works.
Paul wrote, “For He saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.”                                                                   2 Corinthians 6v2.
Important Thought for us Today: 
What is the Longsuffering of God? (See 2 Peter 3v9)     
To suffer long is to be extremely patient 
(to put up with), - regardless of the offences and injuries done to us by others; 
not quick to assume the worst, or pick a fight, 
but slow to anger and punish with revenge. 
This is an attribute of God’s character - mercy. 
He is holy and has every right 
to be angry with our sin and rebellion. 
A Holy Anger.
He has declared that sin must be punished, 
and He will certainly keep this promise. 
Yet God is also merciful and slow to anger. 
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He loves sinners but not their sin. 
His wonderful love is shown by His sending 
His own beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
to live as a Man amongst us, 
yet in total perfection. (John 3v16).
Isaiah 53 details how Christ suffered long 
at the hands of sinful man. 
His response? 
Out of love, 
He patiently took the punishment 
that we sinners deserve upon Himself – 
God’s awesome wrath on the Cross of Calvary. 
In mercy, God continues to show 
His longsuffering love 
even when we hold back 
and delay responding to The Gospel Call 
to repentance and faith. 
He says to us, ‘Behold, now is the Day of Salvation’, 2 Corinthians 6v2.   VA
Come while there is still time, do not wait or delay. 
In His mercy He has given you 
another week of opportunity to respond.

Come now to this merciful and longsuffering God 
Who is able and willing to save and forgive.

Don’t be cut down in God’s wrath

But, come to Christ now

and bear fruit for Him.
