 Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in The Old Testament – Lesson 87
The Christian Pilgrimage – Judgement and Deliverance  
This week – We continue our series on how God blesses those who exercise faith in Him. NOTES 

Aim To warn us of living in a fool’s paradise with our eyes closed to the vital issues of life and eternity.                      Foolishly attempting to live without God.                                 Mistakenly thinking that we are at peace with God without knowing the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Lord.
The Lord God said,              Ezekiel 13v10   VA                                                                   “They have seduced (misled) My people, saying, ‘Peace, peace, when there was no peace’”  
Let us learn from this historical account                                         of how the people of Laish lived.
Laish: A Dream World.
The Tribe of Dan look to take possession of the City of Laish and surrounding land for their promised inheritance. 
Timewise this happened towards the beginning of the time of the Judges, a period spanning over 300 years.                          The Tribe of Dan had already established some of the area as theirs before the time of Samson and called it Mahanehdan (The Place of Dan)  - See Judges 13v25. They had now come to extend their occupation.
Because of their unbelief they would not take up their allocation of the promised land.                                       They had a lack of faith, leading to spiritual decline.

A weakness of unbelief which led to spiritual decline.   Teaching us that we have to exercise God’s gift of Faith to claim God’s blessing on our souls.   VA
2

There are so many blessings waiting for us.                                    But we have to use our God given gift of faith.                                                  We have to be disciplined in obedience.

Judges 18v1. There was no King in Israel.                             This why the time of the Judges was needed.                                 Micah had his own priest and they worshipped God and their own idols. This is apostacy. Rebellion.
Laish was situated in a very fertile valley with mountains all around, inland from the recently destroyed affluent Mediterranean Phoenician city port, Zidon.                                                                                     It was a very attractive prize as it had                            “no lack of anything that is on the earth”,                      Judges 18v10. A haven of wealth and luxury.                                              Its climate was lovely and warm.                                          They now had all this to themselves.                                        No one ruled over them.                                                  They had no magistrates or law to govern them.
Five Spies sent from Dan and they Found Micah’s house.              V3 They meet a Levite Priest in Micah’s house.                             The men ask him for guidance.                                                            A sad decline. The Danites had passed by Shiloh                          where the High Priest was,                                                The Ark of The Covenant, the true ephod, and teraphim.                                                      They should have sought God’s will there.
This warns us that we must only take guidance from God’s Word, and from faithful preachers and churches.
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They found that the People of Laish were: VA for each
1. Worry - Careless VA – They took this paradise for granted; believing it would last forever                                    so they lived self-absorbed, without care;                    given over to pleasure and prosperity.                                            No thought of what life is for? Why are we here? Where are we going? No spiritual thoughts at all.         No thought of any danger.

2. Work – Quiet VA – Selfishly keeping themselves to themselves - feeling totally safe and self-sufficient.                                 So amply provided for in their rich, fertile valley.  They took no interest in anyone else.
3. Danger Secure  VA – They saw no need for an army                         to defend them or alliance of help from stronger nations around.                                                                       No one was their enemy so who would attack them?   They remained completely unprotected.
4. Evil - No Magistrate VA – No ruler, no judge, no law, no one in charge. Totally free to do as they liked.                              They hated rules and did not want to be ruled by anyone.                                                                     If they did wrong, they did not want to face the consequences.
But What Happened To Laish?                                                    The Spies Conclusion –                                                       Only 600 men would be needed to defeat Laish!                       The very fertile valley was unguarded and had no protection.
The Reality - In one day Laish lost everything.                              Too late to wish they had a Saviour.                             Will you leave it too late to trust in the Saviour?
Do we live in a Dream World like the People of Laish?
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1. Careless? – VA                                                                        As we grow up into adulthood, we can be careless.                                                                Not wanting to be troubled about the state of our character or the future of our souls.                Developing a tendency to hide away                        from the unpleasantness of life                                                  and the consequences of our sin.                           Hiding from the fact that we must all face death and God’s Judgement.                                                    The world avoids the subject of death and eternity.                                           Gambling with the thought that                                 everything will turn out alright in the end.                              Trusting to ‘luck’                                                     rather than seeking help, guidance, and protection from our Creator God,                                                                    the only One who provides for our real needs.                                Do we believe that there is no God                                       and so taking all that we have to ourselves?                       .
2. Quiet. VA Selfishly making no attempt to be of service to God and other people around us.                                          Are we self-sufficient and self-absorbed?                                   Taking what we want, having selfish fun, just pleasing ourselves. So busy that we ignore God, the Giver of Life.                                                                               Are we quiet to God, not speaking to Him in prayer to seek His help?                                                                        
3. Secure. VA Totally unaware that we have big enemies in life. Do we live as if we have no enemies?                                         Feeling safe and strong in our own strength,                                believing that we are the masters of our own destiny?                  Are we falsely secure? Thinking all is well but in reality, the Devil is leading us to Hell?                             Satan – the enemy of God and our soul.                                He aims to keep us trapped in the guilt of our sin.                                                                   Leading us to follow the many lies of this world 
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(Evolution, Gender confusion, Have a good time, etc.), which keep us far away from God.              Rather than being safe and secure we are vulnerable, and easy prey, leaving ourselves open to evil                           and the troubles of life.
4. No Magistrate – VA Rejecting God’s Law; allowing ourselves to be in charge.                                                           Are we living as if we are free agents; forgetting the debt we owe to our Creator God?                                Beware of Living in this Dream World.                                    It Has No Recognition Of:       VA                                               God - leaving us ungrateful and unrepentant to our Creator, the One Who deserves our attention.
Sin - leaving us to live based on our own morals but having no peace and No Saviour.
The Devil - leaving us weak to unsuspected attacks, ruining our eternal security.

God’s Judgement to come – denying the reality of eternal Hell and eternal Heaven.
Wakeup - We need a Deliverer and Saviour - Repent and believe in Jesus Christ.
Are we carelessly gambling with our future destiny?                        “I bet that I will be OK.”                                                       Are we carelessly ignoring the big questions of Life and Eternity?      “Does God exist?                                       Will we leave it to the end of time to find out?                 But then that will be too late to know the forgiveness of our sin and have eternal peace with our Creator God?                                                                      Remember The Rich Man and Lazarus.                                      The Rich Man lived for himself on earth.                                                                 
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When he died his soul went to judgement                         and he had nothing to offer to God to be acceptable.                  Luke 16v23     VA                                                                            “And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.”                             Lazarus was accepted, clothed in the Righteousness of his Saviour, The Lord Jesus Christ.                                                        “We must stop and ask,  Is God angry with me?”          “Why am I here?”   “What will happen to me after I die?”     
“The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness;  but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”    2 Peter 3v9.   VA
Important Thought for us Today:                                            Do we have true peace? Laish’s peace was, in reality, false; they had all the material benefits that this life offered but in one day all was lost as they were overpowered by an enemy that they were ignorant of.                                                                       Having no defence, they lost everything.                                               The Devil wants us to think we have ‘Peace,’ through trivial and time-consuming pleasures, (e.g. leisure, sport, video-gaming, social-media, YouTube clips), that seek to distract us from our problem of sin. Yet ‘there is no peace’.                                  Instead stress, anxiety, emptiness and mental health issues. True peace can only be given us by our Creator God. He is its only source. 
The Lord Jesus says, ‘Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.’           Matthew 11v28.    VA
Knowing that our sins are forgiven and living in obedience to God is the only way to experience true peace in our soul.

