Bible/College Class Notes – Studies in 1 and 2 Kings – Lesson 124
Sin and its Cure
This week - Are we at war with God. There is no neutral position. Whose side are you on?   Notes
Aim - to show that unbelievers are at war with God. There is no ‘neutral’ position. We are either for God or against God. Today we will look at the grace of God in opening the way of peace at His own cost.

Elisha prayed, and said, “LORD, I pray Thee, open his eyes, that he may see.”        2 Kings 6v17.
Going To War With God.   VA
The Syrian Army attacks Elijah.
War Breaks Out.   
The Syrian Army Attacks Israel Again. 
It was usual to surround a city, 
but these attacks were of a ‘guerrilla’ nature.
Surprise ambush attacks. 
It may surprise you to learn that unless we are believers, our souls are at war with God.
Sin entered the world when Adam sinned.

Ever since then, men, women, boys and girls are at war with God.

The sovereign God their Creator the sustainer of life The One who grants us breath to breathe.

The one who supplies all we need.
Yet people treat God as a bitter enemy.   VA
They hide from God 
Steal from God 
Blame God 
Break and ignore God's Holy Laws 
Attack God's people - those who believe in God.
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God's enemies cannot win. 
The Syrians were attacking using guerrilla warfare tactics. 
For surprise attacks here and a surprise attack there. They thought they had secret plans and only they knew them.
Yes, it seemed that the people of Israel always knew where the Syrian Army would set these traps so there was no surprise.
Was an Informer In The Syrian Camp? 
Israel’s army avoided the traps set by Syria.   
The Syrian King was frustrated 
- his carefully planned, top secret raids, were known.
Their soldiers were dying in battle and they did not achieve any plunder.
God Had Shown Their Plans to Elisha,
 and He Showed Them to Israel’s King.  
We cannot hide our sin from God; He knows all our innermost thoughts.   See Psalm 139.   VA
“O Lord, thou hast searched me, and known me.

2 Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.

3 Thou compassest my path and my lying down,      and art acquainted with all my ways.

4 For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou knowest it altogether.”
One Against So Many. 
God’s Prophet, Elisha was told by God of the exact plans of the Syrian King.

The Syrian King was told that Elisha was the informant,               and that he was in Dothan.     VA
He sends his army to surround Dothan and catch Elisha.
A large army against one man.
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Over the centuries many of God’s faithful servants have been hounded by civil powers, or by large mobs.
The Apostle Paul and the other Apostles.

All were put to death.

Tyndale, Luther, Wesley, Whitefield.

We have an enemy – Satan who wants to ambush us if we try to seek the Lord.
Unseen Forces. 
Elisha’s young servant was terrified by this unequal match as he saw the Syrian army with many horse and chariots surround the City of Dothan.
But Elisha knew the Lord of Hosts had superior forces, unseen by human eyes.
His servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do? 2 Kings 6v15.
And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them. V16    VA
Elisha prays, “Lord. I pray Thee, open his eyes, that he may see.” 2 Kings 6v17.
God enabled the boy to see His vast host of horses and chariots, in the sky.
It is very naive to only believe in things which we can see with our ordinary eyes. 
Think of the power of electricity - we cannot see it, but it is very powerful.
It is our hope and prayer that the Lord will open your eyes to see the spiritual truth of His Word in the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Has the LORD opened your spiritual eyes to see His power, and the truth of His Word?
Creation, Truth, The Way of Salvation.   VA
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Has He given you quickening faith to repent and believe?
Remember, God is omnipotent. He created millions of universes of which ours is one. He placed our world in it sustaining its position as it circles the sun.
The Tables Turned. The boy saw the amazing power of God. 
The Syrian army were blinded by God and led captive by Elisha into the fortified city of Samaria.    VA
God warns us that all those who proudly plot and war against Him will be humbled.
On the Day of Judgement all Atheists will bow in acknowledgement of God 

– yet it will be too late to be saved.
How foolish it is to fight against Almighty God,    when He desires to save us!
Made To See. God gave them back their sight. 
Imagine their shocked surprise as they found themselves caught in the centre of Samaria, in a ‘spiders web’. 
It can be a shock when God shows us our sin 
- the terrible danger we are in. 
But wait ….
An Undeserved Feast. Imagine the Syrians’ surprise . Instead of being massacred they find themselves, 
by the mercy of God, seated at a great banquet, 
and then set free to return home.    VA
When the Holy God humbles us 
to see our hopeless plight, the awfulness of our sin,              
He offers us free pardon and forgiveness. 
Instead of using His sword of execution,                          He invites us to taste the benefits 
earnt for us by the Lord Jesus on Calvary.
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Because Christ died for those who repent of their sin and put their trust in Him, He now no longer counts them as His enemies but as friends; adopted members of His family.
Peace Restored.       VA Summary
The people of Israel and Syria could now enjoy peace. 
 They Expected to be                   Actually they were

Up against an army

Beaten by one man – Elisha

Led to Dothan


Led to the capital Samaria

Massacred



Given a Feast

Imprisoned



Released

At war



At peace

What if we continue our war against God? VA

The Lord God will Humble His enemies     VA


Judge all who resist His love and mercy.

The Lord offers us mercy and peace today 
if we humbly acknowledge Him as Sovereign Lord, Creator, and Saviour. 
Instead of treating us as His enemies the Lord, in His mercy and grace, offers us forgiveness and He is now willing to call us His friends. Members of His Family.
Behold, now is the Day of Salvation. 
The Day of Judgement will come one day. Maybe soon. 
Are you ready? 
Will Christ come as your Saviour or as your Judge? 
Paul wrote, “But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ. 14 For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; 15 Having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in Himself of twain one new man, so making peace; 16 And that He might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby.”                                                                                                Ephesians 3 v13-19
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Important Lesson for us Today: 

Be warned about Satan’s subtle, surprise ‘guerrilla’ attacks? 

Satan is at war with God and us. 

A futile war which he cannot win. 
If we are not a committed Christian, 
then we, too, are at war with God. 
Are we spotting Satan’s traps? 

He is ‘the father of lies.

He does all he can to divert our attention from the love of God expressed to sinners through the substitutionary death of His Son on the cross. 

Satan confuses by opposing the truth, presenting good as evil, and evil as good. 
He pushes the lie of evolution through our educational system and the media - the concept that there is no Creator God. No design, all by chance.
His traps are, 
‘Hath God said?’, ‘Ignore God’, ‘We are animals without a God-given soul’, ‘You are a good person’, ‘Don’t worry, Live as you please’. 
Beware! The Lord has revealed these traps to you,
Protect yourself – Take Him as your Saviour and Lord.
